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Kathleen Conklin Awarded 2005 Menttium Scholarship 

 
 The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation is pleased 
to announce that Kathleen Conklin will serve as the 2005 Ford Menttium 
100 Awardee.  Ms. Conklin is an attorney for the Michigan Coalition Against 
Domestic and Sexual Violence, which she joined in 2002.  Ms. Conklin 
coordinates the "Pro Bono Project" of the MCADSV, in a partnership with 
the State Bar of Michigan, and consults with private attorneys, pro-bono 
attorneys and legal advocates working with domestic and sexual violence 
survivors.  She has over seventeen years of professional experience related 
to the area, including her work as the Supervising Attorney for the Domestic 
Violence Unit of Legal Services of South Central Michigan, and work with 
the Michigan Protection and Advocacy Service in the HIV/AIDS Advocacy 
Project.   Her background includes an additional eight years experience in 
civil practice with an emphasis on landlord-tenant, housing, family, criminal 
defense and administrative law. 
 
 Ms. Conklin receives a full scholarship from the Ford Motor Company Fund for her 
participation in Menttium 100, a nationally-recognized program that matches high potential women 
with more senior executive mentors from different backgrounds.  Ms. Conklin is the third recipient 
of the Ford/WLAMF Menttium award. The year-long program includes six half-day business 
forums, numerous meetings between mentors and mentees, and creation of a peer network with 
over 100 professional women.  Its value for women lawyers of high potential is clear, according to 
the 2004 Ford/WLAMF Menttium Awardee, Kathleen Allen, a staff attorney for Western Michigan 
Legal Services in Grand Rapids, Michigan.   She recently observed that:: “The Menttium 
Scholarship was the greatest gift I ever received. Participation in the program helped increase my 
leadership skills and gave me the opportunity to grow professionally.” 
 
 The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation administers funding of the 
annual Ford Menttium 100 Award, selecting an awardee who is a lawyer for a non-profit 
organization, with a minimum of six years of professional experience, demonstrated leadership 
capability, above-average performance, and proven commitment to her own growth.  Ford's 
commitment to the education of women is demonstrated not only by this award, but also its 
generous support of the Foundation's annual awards to outstanding women law students.  A total 
of $24,000 was contributed by the Ford Fund and Ford Motor Company to WLAMF scholarships 
last year. 
 



   

2005 Awards for Outstanding Women Law Students 
 

The Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation is pleased to announce the 
availability of year-2005 awards to outstanding women law students, funded by generous 
contributions from individuals, law firms, and corporations.   A total of $40,500 will be awarded 
statewide to 15 outstanding women law students attending Michigan’s five accredited law schools.   
The following awards will be made this year: 
 
Candidates for the awards must meet the following criteria: 

 
 woman law student, enrolled full or part-time; 
 good academic standing; and 
 demonstrated leadership capabilities in one of the following: (1) potential for advancing the 

position of women in society; or (2) community service in such areas as family law, child 
advocacy, domestic violence or social justice. 
 

Application Process:  
 

Each applicant for the WLAM Foundation Award must submit to her law school the following: 
 

 an official copy of her law school transcript; 
 a detailed letter of interest explaining how she meets award criteria; 
 a resume; and  
 letters of recommendation (up to three). 

 
Each law school will collect applications, and rank candidates for final approval by the Foundation 
Board.  Highest rankings will result in the highest monetary awards.  Students may apply for all 
awards at their school, as the award criteria are the same.  Prior awardees are ineligible.  The 
following deadlines are observed each year: 

 
 students must apply in writing to their law school no later than October 15th; 
 the law school will forward to the Foundation Board recommended awardees, no later than 

November 15th;  
 the WLAM Foundation Board will review nominations by December 15th; and 
 awards will be made by January 15th and announced publicly in March. 

 
Awards on a school-by-school basis: 
 
University of Michigan Law School: 1 Ford Motor Company Fund Scholar ($4,000); 
 2 WLAM Foundation Scholars ($2,000 each). 
Wayne State University Law School: 1 Ford Motor Company Fund Scholar ($4,000); 
 2 WLAM Foundation Scholars ($2,000). 
Univ. of Detroit Mercy School of Law: 1 Ford Motor Company Fund Scholar ($4,000); 
 1 Howard & Howard Scholar ($2,500); 
 1 WLAM Foundation Scholar ($2,000). 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School: 1 Ford Motor Company Fund Scholar ($4,000); 
 2 WLAM Foundation Scholars ($2,000 each). 
Michigan State Univ. School of Law: 1 Ford Motor Company Fund Scholar ($4,000); 
 2 WLAM Foundation Scholars ($2,000 each). 
 
Additional information about the Women Lawyers Association of Michigan Foundation, and 
law student awardees in prior years, is available at www.wlamfoundation.org. 



   

Outstanding Support for Outstanding Women
 
 

     The WLAM Foundation’s 2004 Outstanding 
Women Law Students 

 
 

The WLAM Foundation's Scholarship 
Program is supported by the following 
generous members of the year-2004 

Dean’s List: 
 

Gold Key ($24,000) 
Ford Motor Company Fund 

 
Summa Cum Laude ($2,500 or more) 
General Motors Corporation Legal Staff 

Howard & Howard Community 
Reinvestment Fund 

 
Magna Cum Laude ($1,000 to $2,500) 

Barris, Sott, Denn & Driker, PLLC 
Bodman, Longley & Dahling, LLP 

Dickinson Wright, PLLC 
Dykema Gossett, PLLC 
Ford Motor Company 

Schoenherr & Cahill, PC 
Macomb Region, WLAM 
Wayne Region, WLAM 

Women Lawyers Association of 
Michigan 

 
Cum Laude ($750 to $999) 

Masco Corporation 
 

Good Citizenship ($100 to $749) 
Nina Dodge & Howard B. Abrams 

Hon. Y. Gladys Barsamian 
Hon. Marianne Battani 

Bigler, Berry, Johnston, Sztykiel &  
Hunt, PC 

 
 
 
 
 

Linda Lou Bruin 
Laura M. Canfield 

Carole Chiamp 
Margaret Costello 

Thomas W. Cranmer 
Nancy Diehl 

Hon. Theresa Doss 
Sue Ellen Eisenberg 
Julie I. Fershtman 

Mary Fowlie 
Ann Erickson Gault 

Jennifer Gilhool 
Charlotte Johnson 

Josephson & Fink, LLP 
Hon. Marilyn Jean Kelly 

Kathleen Leavey 
Marguerite Munson Lentz 

Cary S. McGehee 
Cylenthia LaToye Miller 

Claire E. Morrison 
Lambro Niforos 

Michael & Peggy Pitt Charitable Trust 
Margaret Sind Raben 

Meghan Kennedy Riordan 
Hon. Victoria A. Roberts 

Dennis Ross 
Secura Insurance 

Sinas, Dramis, Drake, Boughton &  
McIntyre, PC 

Laura M. Slenzak 
Sharon Noll Smith 
Sharon Snodgrass 
Sandra L. Sorini 

Hon. Vesta Svenson 
Talarico & Associates, PC 

Marianne Talon 
Janet S. Thomas 

Law Office of Thomas J. Trenta, PLLC 
Maureen E. Thomas 

Dawn Van Hoek 
Lorraine Weber 

Karen Colby Weiner, PhD 
Orris Scholarship Fund (Kimberly M. 
Cahill and Schoenherr & Cahill, PC) 

 



   

WLAM Foundation 
Contributions 

 
The WLAM Foundation thanks the following generous 
supporters for their recent contributions: 
 

R.  Diana Bare - Ortonville 
Hon. Marianne  O. Battani – Ann Arbor 
Susan  Cameron – Ann Arbor 
James and Geraldine Chaffers – Ann Arbor 
Ann M. Cooper - Grand Rapids 
Hon. Joseph  A. Costello, Jr. - Monroe 
Nancy  Diehl - Detroit 
Hon. Theresa  Doss - Detroit 
Sue Ellen Eisenberg - Bloomfield Hills 
Janet E. Findlater - Ypsilanti 
Debra  Freid - Saginaw 
Kay Griffith Hammond - Grand Rapids 
Hon. Elizabeth Pollard Hines - Ann Arbor 
Dale Ann Iverson - Grand Rapids 
Hon. Kirsten Frank Kelly - Detroit 
Barbara  Kessler - Ann Arbor 
Kathleen  Lang - Detroit 
Cynthia D. Lewko-Vermetten - Farmington Hills 
Elizabeth Welch Lykins - Grand Rapids 
Laura Redmond Mack - Wayne 
Deborah H. McKelvy – Birmingham 
Karen T. Mendelson – Ann Arbor 
Monica Demko Moons - Farmington Hills 
Hon. Victoria A. Roberts – Detroit 
Sangeeta G. Shah - Southfield 
Sharon Noll Smith - Bingham Farms 
Lee A. Somerville - Bingham Farms 
Hon. Vesta  Svenson - Detroit 
Paula M. Talarico - Troy 
Dawn  Van Hoek - Detroit 
Karen Colby Weiner - Southfield 
Susan  Winshall – Bloomfield 
 
 
 

WLAMF Board of Directors 
Dawn Van Hoek, Chair 
Kimberly M. Cahill, Treasurer 
Sandra L. Sorini, Secretary 
Mary Barden, Trustee 
Laura M. Canfield 
Z. Kay Fitzpatrick 
Jennifer T. Gilhool 
Nancy A. Glen 
Charlotte H. Johnson 
Michelle D. Johnson 
Kathleen A. Lang 
Valerie R.  Newman 
Meghan Kennedy Riordan 
Linda Fowler Sims 
Paula Talarico 

 

Contribution Form 
WLAM Foundation 

 
Your contribution is a way to recognize and honor 
special people and events.  If you wish publication of 
the reason for your contribution, please provide it here:  
 
Contribution in honor of: 
   

   

 [please provide name or other details] 
 
Donation amount:     

Your name and address: 
   

   

   

Honoree’s name and address [so that we can 
acknowledge your gift]: 
   

   

Contributions to the Foundation  
are tax-deductible. 

Please send this form and your check to: 
WLAM Foundation 

645 Griswold, 3300 Penobscot Building 
Detroit, MI  48226 

please call 1-800-654-5959. 
 
 
 
 
 

A 2004 Outstanding Woman 
Law Student Thanks the 

Foundation 
 
 The WLAM Foundation recently heard from 
Donna Mallonee, one of the 2004 recipients of the 
Foundation's Outstanding Woman Law Student 
awards.  We share a portion of her comments: 
 

Looking back on my law school career, 
this award and the award dinner were 
the very peak.  To meet and be 
recognized by you was a wonderful and 
humbling experience.  Thank you for 
your gifts of time, energy and support. 

 
 




